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DISCOURSE 


Our SAVIOURs "Miraculous 
Power of HE A LING, Ec. 


INTRODUCTION, 


| Fo. HE Caſes iriteid of in the fol- 
== lowing Diſcourſe are. 1. Jes 


caſting the Devils out of the 
Madmen. (Diſc. 1. p. 31.) 2. His 
healing the Woman that was af- 
flicted with an Iſſue of Blood (Disc. 2. p. 8.) 
3. His curing the Woman that laboured un- 
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der a Spirit of Infirmity. (Ibid. p. 27.) 4. His 


| & 706 healing 
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healing a Man at the Pool of Bethe/da. (Diſc. 
3. P/ 33.) f. His giving Sight 0 Man that 
was born'blind. (Die. 4. P. 3-) 6. "His Euring 


Pic Man that was ſick of the ally. (Bid. p. 
) The Particulars Whereas, 48 "they are 


read. by the Evangeliſts, 1 have placed 
here in one View for the Reader's Falſe. 


I. % When Jeſus was come with his Diſci- 
& ples into the Country of the 8 or 


6 Gergaſens ; there met him two M en pofleſ- 


te ſed with Devils, coming out of the Tombs 
t exceeding fierce, ſo that no Man might 
4. paſs by that Way. And they cryed out, 
<« ſaying, What have we to do with - thee, 
* Jeſus thou Son of God? — And there was 
« good Way off from them, an Herd of 
6 many Swine feeding; And the Devils be- 
* ſought Jeſus, ſaying, If thou caſt us out, 
„ ſuffer us to go away into the Herd of 
« Swine. And he ſaid unto them, Go. And 
« when they were come out, they went into 
„ the Herd of Swine ;: and the whole Herd 
„ ran violently down a ſteep Place into the 
& Sea, and periſhed in the Waters, Matt, viii. 
„ 28. See Mark v. 1. Luke viii. 26. 


II. « When Feſus was going to Jairuss 
„ Houſe, in order to raiſe his Daughter from 
the Dead; a certain Woman, who had 
cc been afflicted with an Iſſue of Blood twelve 

e „ Years, 


* 


3 

& Years, and had ſpent all her Subſtance u 
« on Phyſicians, and was nothing Wen 
« but rather grew worſe, came behind him 
ec and touched the Hem of his Garment : 
« (For The” ſaid within herſelf, If I may but 
&« touch his Garment 1 ſhall be whole.) Upon 
et "which Jeſus turned him about, "and when 
te he ſaw her he ſaid, Daughter be of good 
« Comfort, thy Faith hath made thee whole. 
« And the Woman was made whole from that 
e Hour”. Matt. ix. 20. Mark v. 25. Luke 
„ =o 

III. c As Jeſus was teaching in one of the Sy- 
© nagogues on the Sabbath, there was a Wo- 
c man who had*a Spirit of Infirmity e ighteen 


Tears, and was bowed together, and could in 


« no wiſe. lift up herſelf. And when Jeſus ſaw 
© her, he called her to him, and ſaid,” Woman, 
thou art looſed from thine Infirmity; and 
cc he laid his Hands on her; and immediate- 
« ly the was made ſtreigbt. Luke xiii. ro. 


IV. « At. the Feaſt of the Paſſover Feſus 


« went up to Feriſalem, where was a” Pool 


« called Betheſda, at which lay a great Mul- 
ce titude of i impotent Folk, of blind, halt, 


„ withered, waiting for the moving of the 
„ Water. For an Angel went down at a certain 


« Seaſon into the Pool and troubled the Water 


and whoſoe ver firſt after the troubling of 


„the 


«c 
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the Water ſtepped in, was made whole of 


& whatſoever Diſeaſe he had. Now a certain 


Man was there which had an Infirmity thir- 
ty and eight Years. j And when Jeſus ſaw 
him lye, and knew that he had been now 
a long Time in that Caſe, he ſaith unto him, 
Wilt thou be made whole! The impotent 
Man anſwered, Sir, I have no Man when 
the Water is troubled to put me into the 


Pool, and while I am coming, another ſtep- 


peth down before me. Jeſus then faith un- 
to him, Ariſe, take up thy Bed and walk ; 
and immediately the Man was made whole, 


and took up his Bed and walked. ” Jobs v. 1. 


V. „ Whilſt Jeſus was at Feruſalem he ſaw 
a Man that was blind from his Birth. Up- 
on which, ſpitting on the Ground he made 


Clay of the Spittle and anointed the Eyes 


of the blind Man with the Clay, and ſaid 
unto him, Go waſh in the Pool of Siloam. 
The Man went his Way and waſhed and 


received his Sight. Zohn ix. 1. 


VI. « When Jeſus was at n a 
great Multitude reſorted to the Houſe where 
he was; inſomuch that there was no Room 
to receive them, no not ſo much as about 


the Door. And they come unto him bring- 
40 1 


ing one ſick of the Palſy, which was born 
of four. And when they could not come 
&« nigh 


: 
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« nigh him for the Throng, they went up- to 
« the Houſe top and let him down through 
&« the Tiling with his Couch into the miĩdſt 
« before Jes; who ſeeing their Faith, ſaid 
4 to the Sick of the Palſy, Son, thy Sins are 
Ge. forgiven thee ; ariſe- take up thy Bed and 
1 go into thine Houſe. And immediately he 

“ aroſe, took up the Bed and went forth be- 
fore them all”. Mark ii. 1. Lute v. 17. 


LET WEN 2 


; N A E Caſes «bal thus briefly related, 
we are now to enquire. 


Firh, Whether theſe Caſes, asthey 
ſtand 1 in the Goſpels, can be accounted for in 
a natural Way (as Mr. V. does ſometimes ſup- 
poſe) and without allowing in our bleſſed Sa- 
yiour a Power of working Miracles? 


Secondly, Whether theſe Caſes, as they are 
recorded, ſtand connected with any ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, as give any Occaſion for the 
Charge of Abſurdity brought againſt them: 
The firft Caſe is that of the curing the 
Madmen ; which is to be conſidered at pre- 
ſent, ſimply as a cure of Madneſs, becauſe . 
the Circumſtance of caſting out the Devils, 
wherewith they were ſaid to have been poſſeſ- 
ſed, and of the ſuffering thoſe Devils after- 

wards 


_ 

wards to enter into the Herd of Swing, how 
much ſoever they may affect the Credibility 
of the Relation, certainly cannot affect the 
Reality of the Miracle. For to cure Mad- 
neſs in an Inſtant, by the ſpeaking of a Word, 
is a miraculous Thing, whether the Cauſe of 
that Madneſs be ſuppoſed to be diabolical 
Poſſeſſion or any thing elſe. For this Queſti- 
on is concerned purely with the Reality of the 
Diſtemper, and not with the Cauſe from whence 
it proceeds. If a Man has the Gout, whether 
it proceeds from an evil Habit of Body de- 


rived from his Parents, or from an intem- 


perate way of living, or from the Poſſeſſioſ of 
a Devil, yet to cure it by the ſpeaking of a 
Word, would be equally in any of the Ca- 


fes, miraculous. Now thavrtheſe Men were 


really mad the Agcount ſhews; for they 
wore no Cloaths, neither abode in any Hauſe, 


but among _ the . Tombs and upon the Moun-. 


tains. They were exceeding fierce, ſo that no 


Man could bind them, no not with Chains. 
Which are as plain Evidences of Madneſs as 


can be. That they were cured is alſo clear. 
Por when ſome came out of the City to ſee Jeſus, 
, they found this Madman ſitting and cloathed, and 
in his right Mind. So that this Caſe, at leaſt, as it 
ftands recorded in the Goſpel, muſt be admit- 
ted as a plain Inſtaace of a Miracle. To this 
firſt Caſe, the laſt is not unlike ; for here was 
a Man ſo much affected 1 the Palſy as that 
he 
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19] 
he was quite unable to help himſelf, who yet 
upon Jeſus's only ſaying to him ariſe», | are/e; 
took up bis Bed and walked;. Theſe two Caſes 
the Objector himſelf has allowed, Ithink, to be 
unexceptionable. The Facts he denies, for 
Reaſons which ſhall be conſidered in their pro- 
per Place. But admitting the Facts, he does 
not diſpute the Miracle, as indeed no one of 
common Senſe can; and I think that Mr. V 
uncommon Senſe does not carry him ſo far. 

In the ſecond, third, and fourth Caſes, the 
Gentleman purſues a different Method. For 
here he allows the Facts (or ſeems at leaſt to 
allow them) but denies the Miracles. Let us 
take therefore theſe Caſes in order as they 
ſtand, and conſider his Reaſoning. 

The firſt of theſe three Caſes is that of the 
Woman that was diſeaſed <with an Iſſue of Blood. 
In which ſays he, * 0 pleaſe our Divines I will 
allow ag nuch of the Truth of the Letter of the 
Story as they can defire. And in particular, he 
. admits that ſhe was dei obnoxious to bleed- 
s ing; which Diſtemper he all along ſuppoſes to 


r . TT INT 


G66 


D : 
. 


T. have been of twelve Pars ſtanding. Nor does 
8, he call in Queſtion the particular Manner, in 
4 which the Evangeliſts tell us the Cure was 
it wrought, (namely that it was done in Virtue of 
t- the Woman's touching the Hem of Chriſt's 
Js Garment,) as if it were falfly reported. Thus 
as 8 N 

at * Sixth Diſcourſe, p. 8, 9. 1 

16 B far 
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| L 70 
far all is well. Now this being admitted as 2 
true Relation, it will, I believe, puzzle any 
Man of common Apprehenſion, to conjecture 
how the Gentleman goes to work to avoid the 
Neceſſity of confeſſing that here was a Mira- 
cle wrought. For to cure a Perſon of an in- 


veterate Hemorrhage, to which all the Means 


of Art had been adminiſtred in vain, merely 

by the Touch of the Hem of a Man's Gar- 
ment is ſurely a Miracle, or it will be the 
kardeſt thing in the World to ſay what is a 
Miracle. But he tells us, that, * as to the Me. 
ture of the Diſeaſe of this Woman, we are much in 
the dark about it, and very uncertain of what 
Kind and Degree it was—— It might be for 
ought we know, only a little bleeding at the Noſe 
tba now and then ſhe was ſubject to, or ib might 
be an Obnoxiouſneſs to an Evacuation of Blood, 
by do not at all think it needful to pur- 
fue the learned Conjectures. Be it ſuppoſed 
that this bleeding was from the Noſe, or from 
any other part of. the Body; ſtill it was a Dis- 
eaſe, and an inveterate Diſeaſe, which no Art 
that ſhe had ever tried could cure. The Gen- 
_tleman amuſes himſelf to as little Purpoſe, 
when he tells us, that the + Woman ſubſiſting 
ſo long under ber Iſſue of Blood — it could not 
be very grievous —— That this Hemorrhage Was 
rather, perhaps, of Advantage to the — 


* ibid. p. 10, 11. t p. 11, n. 
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the Patient than of Danger to her—— Yea, 
that Jeſus's cure of this Woman might be a Preci- 
pitation of her Death, for (which is the only 
true Thing he'fays) /he died ſome Time after it, 
rather than g Prolongation of her Life. You ſee 
the Power of Imagination ! If you will allow 


the Gentleman that the Caſe was what it was 
not, he will be able to prove that there was 


no Miracle. The Hiſtory ſays, that the 
Woman had been twelve Years diſeaſed : 
That no Art, no Skill of the Phyſician could 
relieve her. Mr. V. thinks what the Scripture 
calls a Diſeaſe, was her Health and her Life; 
which is not writing againſt the old Hiſtory, 
but giving us a new one. Surely he is a my- 
ſtical Phyſician, as well as a myſtical Divine; 
or elſe from the plain Scripture Hiſtory of this 
Diſtemper, he never could have raiſed ſuch 
Concluſions! 

As to his general Aſertion, that “ he bodily 
Diſeaſe of the Woman ſhould have been clearly — F, 
fully repreſented to our Underſtanding, or we can 
form no Conception of Chriſt's Power in the cure | 
of it, I can by no Means agree to it; becauſe 
it implies that we ca.. never know a Man 
to be ſick, unleſs we underſtand the Nature 


of his Diſtemper. The Caſe is quite otherwiſe, 
We ſend for Phyſicians to our Friends, be- 


cauſe we ſee they are ſick, and becauſe we 


ds p. 13, 
B 2 | do 


* 
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do not ourſelves underſtand their Diſtempers 


In ſome Caſes our Phyſicians are puzzled, and 


a Loſs to know the Nature of the Patients 
Diſeaſe. In ſuch a Caſe, which is of all others 


the moſt deſperate and-remedileſs, will Mr. V. 
fay, that there is no Diſtemper, becauſe no. 


"one underſtands what it is? In the preſent 
Caſe, if a Diſtemper of twelve Years ſtanding, 

and which had ſo long eluded all the Art of 
Phyſick, was cured by a ſingle Touch of 
Cbriſt's Garment, is it poſſible to imagine, 


that there was nothing miraculous in the cure? 


It is ſcarce worth Notice, what the Gentle- 
man is pleaſed to ſuggeſt as to the Means, hy 
which this Cure was wrought, namely, that 
the Effect which followed upon the Woman's 
touching the Hem of Cbhriſt's Garment, might 
have been owing purely * to the Force of Im- 
agination. No doubt this Woman had before, 
either been an Eye Witneſs. of Chriſt's mira- 
culous Power of healing Diſeaſes, or had had 
the Aſſurances of it from others upon Autho- 
rities not to be diſputed. Full of this Perſua- 
ſion ſhe comes to Chriſt, and as the Reward 
of her Faith God was pleaſed to grant her, 
what ſhe wiſhed. for, a Releaſement from her 
bodily Infirmity. It js thus that the Scripture 
repreſents the Caſe. Now if this Gentleman 
will ſay that this Cure yas not the Effect of the 


ib. d. p. 14. 


mira- 
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miraculous Power of 80 but of a ſtrong 
Imagination; I know not indeed, as he ſays, 
who. can help it. But there is one Thing, Iam 
ſure, which a wiſe Man will find himſelf as lit- _ 
tle able to help, and that is, pitying the Ex- 
travagancy of a Thought, which has not the 
leaſt Appearance of Reaſon to ſupport it. It 
is an eaſy Thing to harangue in general Terms 
upon the Force of Imagination 1n certain Caſes, 
But the proper Proof in the Matter before 
us, would have been to have produced ſome 
unqueſtionable Inſtance of a Diſeaſe, attended 
with Circumſtances parallel to theſe, which has 


been cured by Imagination. When the Gen- 
tleman has done this, it will be Time 


enough to conſider the Caſe farther ; and 
till then, all that he can ſay will only ſhew 


his own Temper and Spirit, but cannot 


diminiſh from the Credit of the Story with 
any who are diſpoſed to conſider Caſes of this 
Sort, with voy Degree of Judgment and Im- 
partiality, 

To go on therefore to the next Caſe, name- 
ly, that of another Woman who had a Spirit 
of Tufirmity, This Diſtemper, whatever it was, 
is ſpoken of by our Sayiour himſelf, as inflic- 
ted by ſome evil Spirit. For he tells us, that 
ſhe had been bound of Satan for eighteen Tears; 
and the viſible Eſſect of this was, that ſhe was 
bowed together and could in no wiſe lift up her- 


ſelf, 


14 


elf. Yet upon Jeſuss laying his Hands on her 


immediately ſbe was made ſtreigbt. What fays 
the Gentleman to this? Why zaking the Devi. 


out of the $ tory, there's no more in it than what 
is common. — Very well Sir; we will drop this 


Circumſtance of the Devil's heing concerned 


in the Caſe for the preſent, and ſee what you 
will make of it. What is it that you here ſay 
is common? Why, that a f drooping, ſtooping, 
vaporous Woman, full of Fancies, ſhould be cheared 


and elated upon the comfortable Advice and Ad- 


monition of a reputedly wiſe and good Man! 1 
think verily, that the Queſtion with the Gen- 
tleman upon this Caſe, is already brought to 
a very ſhort Iſſue. The Hiſtory ſays, that this 
Woman'was afflicted with a Weakneſs of eigh- 
teen Years Continuance, which had ſo much 
diſabled her, that ſhe could not ſtand ypright. 
The Gentleman in Effect ſays, that this was not 
the Caſe, and that the Woman had not really 
any ſuch Diſtemper. What now muſt we be- 
lieve ? Shall we credit thoſe who ſaw the Wo- 
man, and ſaw the Cure; or muſt we give Cre- 
dit to Mr. Js. new Hiſtory of this Woman, 
which he delivers as confidently indeed as if ſhe 
had been his intimate Acquaintance, but whom 
he never ſaw, of whom he had never heard, 
but for the Hiſtory, which he pretends to cor- 
rect. If he may be allowed to write Hiſtory 


p. 28. 1b. 1, 18. 


out 
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gut of his own Head, and to throw out of 
the Story every Thing that is miraculous z he 
may well fay, What is there in this more than 
common? But does not this ſhifting the Caſe- 
ſhew, to Demonſtration, that even in this 
Writer's own Opinion; here is an Inſtance of 
a Miracle impoſſible to be withſtood? It is juſt 
in the ſame Manner that he has treated the 
fourth Caſe, which is next to follow; that, 
I mean, of the Impotent Man at the Pool of 
Betbeſda. * The Worsr, ſays he, that can be 
made of this Man's Caſe is, that be was troubled 


with Lazineſs more than Lameneſs. — Or that 


if he was no Diſſembler, he was oniy fancifully 
fick. And the Besr that can be made of Feſus's 
Power in the Cure of bim is, that hy ſome pro- 
per and ſeaſonable Talk, be touched bis Heart to 
his Relief, and fo by the "help of his own Imagi- 
nation was cured, and went his Way. The beſt 
and the worſt that can be made, — From 


whence? Why from the Scripture Hiſtory, or 


he ſays nothing. But of the Truth of this let 
the meaneſt Reader judge. The Hiſtory ſays, 
that he had an Infirmity thitty eight Tears. 
Now though it is granted (as he obſerves). 
that f the Word d%wesn, Weakneſs or Infir- 
mity, is a general Name of all Diſtempers; yet 
fome Diſtemper or other it certainly ſignifies, 
and the Circumſtances of the Place ſhew thus 


* Third Diſcourſe, p. 35. fibia p. 47. 


far 
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far what this Man's Diſtemper was, viz, That 
he was ſome way or other diſabled in his 
Limbs, for he could not get into the Pool 
without Help. So that whatever the Gentle- 
man's private Opinion as to the Nature of chis 
Man's Caſe may be, (which is nothing at all 
to the Purpoſe) the Scriptute evidently, ſpeaks 
of it as a real Lameneſs, which I hope he wilt 
not ſay was capable of being cured merely 
by the force of Imagination. If the Objector 
could have produced any Circumſtances from 


the Hiſtory tending to ſhew that theſe Perſons 


labour'd under no real Diſtemper, this had 
been ſomething. But ſince he has not attempt- 
ed this, and there is indeed not the leaſt ſhew 
of any ſuch Inconſiſtency, I ſhall venture to 


ſet down theſe two Caſes likewiſe, as what do 


appear upon the Face of the Scripture-Hi- 
ſtory to be yndoubred Inſtances of Feſus's, mi- 
raculo wer in healing Diſeaſes. 

The only Cafe which now remains to be 
conſidered, is that of Jeſus's Cure of the 
Blind- man; which the Gentleman has been 
pleaſed to treat in ſuch a Manner as to leave 
it very uncertain to his Readers how much of 
the Fact he admits, and how much he de- 
nies. Sometimes he ſeems to allow that the 
Man was really blind; at other times, and 
that not ſeldom, he intimates as if his Eyes 
might have been only ſore. But that there 
was any Miracle in this Caſe he denies abſo- 
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Jutely ; for, * Miracle, ſays he, I can ſee nonb. 
It is not worth the while, to lay together what 
he fays” upon thé firſt Head; for whatever 
his Meaning is; the Senſe of the Scripture is 


cleat and cannot be miſtaken. The Man we 


ate there told was #lind, and born blind; and 
ſince nothing is offered to ſhew the contrary, 
we muſt take the Caſe to have been as it is 
reported, and then ſee how the Gentleman vin 
get rid of the Miracle. | 

He obferves in the fitſt Plate, that“ we broth 
nothing of the Nature of this pobr Man's Blind- 
neſt, ur hut was the Defect of his Eyes ; nor 
whether it was turable by Art of not; withont 
whith Knowledge, ſays he, it is impoſſible and un- 
reaſonable to aſſert, that there was a Miracle 
wrought in the Cure of him. This is one In- 
ſtance, among many others, of Mr. Ws. great 
want of Confideration. A broken Bone is a Ma- 


lady certainly cutable by Art; and yet ſhould 


any one be able, without the Help of com- 
mon Applications, to reſtore a broken Limb 
35 ſuppoſe, by touching it with his 

Finger, it would be à Miracle. A Miracle 
is ſhewn by the Manner of the Cure as well 
as by the Matter of it. And therefore ad- 
mit, that this Man's Blindneſs was indeed 
eutable by Aft (which it will be a hard Mat- 
ter to prove) ſtill if our Saviour cured it with- 


* Fourth Diſcourſe p. 6. f ibid. p. 7, 8. 
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out the Uſe of any Mean's, that have a natu- 


ral Virtue to cure Blindneſs; will any Man 


be ſo unreaſonable as to al that the Cure 


was not Miraculous? Mr. V. himſelf will an- 
ſwer, No. For he tells us he * will yield— 
that if Jelus had uſed no Medicines ;, if with on- 
ly a Word of his Mouth, he had cured. the Man, 


and he had inſtantaneouſly recovered as the Word 


was ſpoken, here would have been a real and great 


Miracle, let the Blindneſs or Imperfeftion of the 


Man's Sight be o WHAT KIND OR DE- 
GREE SOEVER. To what Purpoſe then 


was it to alledge our Ignorance of the Nature 
of this Man's Blindneſs, as an Objection againſt 


the Miracle? Or whar Sort of Opinion muſt 
the Gentleman have of his Readers, when he 


thought that they would bear to be thus treat- 


ed? Will you now, Sir, be pleaſed to tell us 


what it is that you find fault with? Why Je- 
ſus did not cure this Man's Blindneſs by mſn 


ing a Word, but, it ſeems, T u/ed Waſhings and 


Ointments and Balſams, which, ſays he, abſolute- 
ly ſpoils and deſtroys the Credit of the Miracle. 
What are theſe Waſhings, and Ointments, and 


Balſams, the Gentleman talks of? Jeſus, we 
read, ſpat on the Ground, and made Clay of the 


Spittle, and anointed the Eyes of the blind Man with 


the Clay, and then bad him to go wva/h in the 


Pool of Siloam, that is, in a common River. 
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Have theſe Things any natural Virtue to cure | 


Blindneſs? He himſelf would laugh-at any one 
that ſhould fay ſo. For it is but in the very 
next Page, that he falls into great Admira- 
tion, andAays ; A ſtrange and odd. Sort of an 
Ointment, that I believe was never uſed before 


| or ſince, for ſore and blind Eyes! J think ſo too; 
and his Ridicule would be very juſt, if it could 


be imagined that our Saviour uſed it as a means, 
naturally proper to work the Cure he intend- 
ed. But as it is certain, that Feſus could have no 
ſuch View, the Ridicule muſt fall upon him- 


ſelf, in alledging this as a Diſparagement of 


the Miracle, which might, for ought we know, 
as well have been effected without it. For 
where is the Difference between uſing no out- 
ward Application at all, and uſing ſuch an out- 
ward Application as has no natural Virtue to 
effect a Cure? 

It would be very eaſy to ebferve; that 
an inſtantaneous Cure of any Blindneſs by 
ſuch kind of Applications, is a Thing that 
was never heard of. But there is no Occaſi- 
on to inſiſt upon theſe Matters; . becauſe. it 


is plain that our Saviour uſed neither Ointment 


nor Waſhing that could have any Virtue: in 
that Caſe. The Objector is ſo. ſenſible of this, 
ſuppoſing the Ointment to have been what 
the Hiſtory ſays it was, that, to * help himſelf 


* Þ+ 10. 14. 
2 ei 


— —— LIES I 


= 2 Jo: p l y 
— a= > > — — 10 * — 
— — 4 
. 


«- ˙ 2 > 
— ——— 


U— Ig>——m <a>, - 
- — — — — — — — — — 
. , _ = — - = — — — — — 
by —— —U— — — ware vp. 3 * * — — - 
2 — . 
= 2 y _ 1 * — — 
6 - - > of - 


PX _ — — 


— — 


va —— 


72. 


hy 
——— — — — 


. non eo PITTS. 


>. r ape 


—— — — 1 4 
— — 
„ 
bh — 


— - Les we — — — 
— — — — _ 7 
22 —— * 4 
. 
a _ = 


21 
aut at a dead lift, in Service of a certain Cauſe, 
he ſeems willing to inſinuate, that this Effect 
might be accounted for, by ſuppoſing that Jeſus 
imperceptibly had in his Mouth, à pro per unttus 
aus and balſamick © Subſtance, \'which he diſſokved 


into Spittle. But to make this out, he tells us, 


he wants the Aſſiſtance of ſome ſkilful Pro- 
feſſors in Phyſick and Surgery, and wonders that 
none of them, who may be ſuppoſad 10 be a little 
diſaffebted. to Chriſtianity, have as yet bent their 
Thoughts this Way, The certain Cauſe which 
the Gentleman has fo much at Heart is, I ſup- 


poſe, pretty well underſtood. But I have 
known, that even a good Cauſe has ſuffered - 


under better Management than this. If I could 
believe the Gentleman ta be in earneſt, I would 


adviſe him to conſuls ſome experienced Phy- . 


ficians and Surgeons, and hear what they have 

to ſay. The decent Manner in whieh he has 

treated this learned Faculty, with the good 
Senſe of the Queſtion he has to propoſe to 

them, no doubt will procure him A 9 

ſuitable to his Merit. 

But * what then, fays the Objedtor, Was 


the Reaſon of Jeſus's uſing this ſtrange Eye Salve, 


ſince it had no medicinal Virtue? To which 
Queſtion he ſhall receive an Anſwer. in due 
Time. At preſent we have no Occaſion to 


ks - 


conſider 


8 8 & 8 


35 0 S 7 KK 


[21] 

conſider this Point; becauſe whatever was the 
Reaſon, why Feſus uſed this Ointment, the Mi- 
racle will ſtand juſt as it does, We are there- 
fore got through theſe ſix Caſes, and it appears 
that taking them as they are recorded by the 
Evangeliſts, they are all of them Miraculous. 
This was our firſt Head of Enquiry. 

The ſecond is, whether theſe Caſes ſtand 
connected with any ſuch Circumſtances, as 
are ſufficient to ſupport the Charge of Abſur- 
dity laid againſt them. This is what I am 
next to conſider ; and with à View to this 
Queſtion, I ſhall once more run over theſe 


Caſes in the Order in which have placedthem. 


The firſt Caſe is that of Chri/”s curing the 
Madmen ; to which Miracle, there is this Cir- 
cumſtance connected, That this Madneſs was 
accaſioned by evil Spirits, who bad taken Poſſeſſi= - 
on of them ; who being caſt out, were permitted 
to enter into a Herd of Swine, who thereupon 
ran down a Precipice, and were all choaked in 
the Sea, In this Circumſtance, one Thing per- 
haps, that may give the Gentleman Offence is, 
That the Goſpel aſſerts the Being of evil Spi- 
rits, and their Agency in bringing bodily Dif- 
eaſes, and other Miſchiefs upon Men. He 
daes not indeed offer this as an Objection in 
direct Terms, in the Story before us: But 
ſinee he has & elſewhere given us plainly enough 


* Second Diſcourſe p. 40. 10 45. 
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to underſtand that he laughs at every Thing 


of this Kind, it will not be improper once 


for all to ſay in a few Words, what may rea- 

ſonably be ſaid upon this Subject. 75 
It muſt be obſerved then, that the Na- 

ture of the Argument does not oblige us to 


ſet out our Proofs that there are ſuch Beings 
as evil Spirits, or to determine how far they 


are concerned in the Affairs of this World. 


The Goſpel ſuppoſes ſuch Beings, and that 


they ſometimes are ſuffered to have an Influ- 
ence in the Affairs of this World. This is 


made an Objection againſt the Authority of 


the Goſpel. To maintain this Objection there- 
fore, thoſe who make it muſt prove, either 
that there are no ſuch Beings, or that if there 
are, they cannot poſſibly have any thing to do 
with human Affairs; otherwiſe the Suppoſiti- 
on of ſuch Beings will be no Objection againſt 
the Goſpel or any part of it. And what can 
any Man have to ſay in order to ſhew that there 


are no evil Spirits, that is not the Effect of 


mere Prejudice? When we ſpeak of a Spirit, 
we ſpeak of an inviſible Being. And that there 
is one inviſible Being at leaſt, all muſt confeſs 
who are not downright Atheiſt For God is, 
though we ſee him not. And that there may 


poſſibly be a great Variety of inviſible Beings 


as well as one, nothing can hinder any Man 
from conceiving but a certain Narrowneſs of 

Thought, which a very little Philoſophy will 
| enable 
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enable us to conquer, and is incident only to 
thoſe who are not at all accuſtomed to think. 
doubt not but that if ſome Gentlemen had 
lived a hundred Vears ago, and had been told 
of that numberleſs Variety of imperceptible 
Animals, that have lately become inviſible by 
the help of Glaſſes, they would have made as 
great a Joke of them as they do now of Spi- 


rits. If the being of ſuch Animals does not 


prove the being of Spirits, (as it certainly 
does not) it will help us to conceive that there 
may be Spirits; for it ſhews there are many 
real Beings that are inviſible to us; and is 
not this the ſtrongeſt Prejudice againſt the 
belief of Spirits, that they are inviſible? Con- 
cerning the Nature or Subſtance of a Spirit 
we know nothing more than that it is greatly 
different from every thing whereof we have 
any Experience. But this can be no good 
Objection ; for who will ſay it is not as eaſy 
for God to make Creatures of different Sub- 
ſtances; as it is to make Creatures of the 
ſame Subſtance differing in Shape and Propor- 
tion? | 

As little room for Objection is there againſt 
the Office or Employment which the Goſpel 


aſſigns to theſe invi6ble Beings; namely, their 


being made uſe of as Inſtruments in the Hand 
of God to execute the Works of his Provi- 
dence with tegard to Men. He hath made. 


the Creatures of the viſible World Inſtruments: 


both 


4 


dies, during the Time of the firſt Publicatic 
of the Goſpel, and nothing at all of it either 
before or ſince. To which the Anfwer is ve- ; 
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both of Good and Evil to us, and why not 


thoſe of the inviſible World likewiſe? Why 
may not Cod permit us to be hurt by evil 
Spirits, as well as by evil Men, or by evil 


Beaſts? Or why may not the Operation of an 


evil Spirit upon the Body create Diſtempers, 
4s well as the Operations of many natural Sub- 
ſtances? I am perſuaded that no Anſwer can 
be given to theſe Queſtions, which can in the 
leaſt ſtand as a Prejudice to the Goſpel with 


_ reaſonable Men. And therefore to go on a 


little farther. What ſticks with fome People, 
I know, is this, That we ſhould hear fo much 
of evil Spirits taking Poſſeſſion of Mens Bo- 


ry plain and eaſy, that then only were theſe 
Beings known and heard of, becaufe then on- 
ly thoſe Powers were exerciſed, which alone 
were able to bring their Doings to Light. The 


Diſeaſes were viſtble; but the Cauſe of them 
was unknown, till he who wrought the Cure 


made it evident by his Power what it-was. 
And poſſibly ſhould the ſame Power again 
revive, we might again hear of juſt the ſame 
Effects of it. We know little by our Rea- 


ſon or our Senſes, of the being of evil Spirits, 


or of their Power, and therefore are apt to 
make no Reckoning of them in conſidering 
the A Cauſes of thoſe Effects which we 
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daily ſee before us; but ſhould any one ſay; 
that even now a great many of thoſe Diſea- 
ſes which afflict Mankind, are cauſed by evil 
Spirits z Some modern Writers would find 
much more Uſe of their Talent for Ridicule, 
than of their Reaſon and Underſtanding, in 
confuting him. 

Let us now come to the Matter in Hand, 
and try the Weight of the Gentleman's Ob- 
jection, which uſt, I think, be conceived to 
ſtand thus, viz. That “ it is abſurd and unrea- 
ſonable to believe that the Devils or evil Spirits 
when caſt out of the Madmen ſhould be permitted 
to enter into an Herd of Swine to their Daſtructi- 
on, This - pretended Abſurdity is ſupported 
by two Obſervations, viz. 1. That there were 
no Swine kept in that Country, 2. That if 
there were, Fe/us's deſtroying ſo many Swine 
by ſuffering the Devils to enter into them, and 
drive them into the Sea, was an Act of Inju- 
ſtice. To the firſt of theſe Obſervations it 
may be anſwered, that there might be Swine 
kept in that Country; for that | Gadara was 
inhabited by Greeks as well a9 Jews who might 
both keep and eat Swine z \ though the Jews 
were forbidden by their Laws to do either. As 
to the other Obſervation, I will only aſk the 
Gentleman this plain Queſtion, viz. Whether 
ſuppoſing Jeſus to have been a Prophet, and 


* Firſs Diſcourſe, p. 33. & ſeq. 
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in Conſequence hereof to have acted by Com- 
ziſnon from God, he was, or could be 


guilty of any Inuſtice in this Action? It is 


plain he could not; becauſe upon this Suppo- 
ſition the Act will come to be conſidered not 
as his Act, but as an Act of Providence. If 
Jeſus had no Right to deſtroy the Peoples 
Swine, God, who is the ſupreme Proprietor 


of the whole Earth, moſt certainly had; And 


wil! you complain of him for ſuch a Puniſh- 
ment as this, when you every Day ſee more 
ſurprizing Inſtances before your Eyes? The 
Gentleman aſks, What had this People done 
to * deſerve ſuch Uſage from Jeſus? Would the 
Queſtion be endured it he ſhould aſk, What 
had they done to deſerve ſuch Uſage from 
God? Is God accountable to ſuch Reaſoners 
as theſe, when they ſhall demand why he pu- 
niſhes, or why he forbears? Or when we ſee 
him laying whole Nations waſte with Peſti- 
lence, with Famine and with | Earthquakes, 
mall we confeſs his ſovereign Authority in 
theſe Caſes, and yet upon the Loſs of wo 
thor ſund Swvine cry out and ſay, Why haſt thou 


done thus? If you are inclined to doubt of 


the divine Commiſſion of Chriſt, yet it muſt 
be for other Reaſons and not for this. For it 
can be no Reaſon for denying his divine Com- 
miſſion, becauſe he once or twice did the fame 
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Thing which God does daily. And upon this 
Occaſion I cannot help wiſhing, that thoſe 
who ſeem to call in Queſtion the Authority of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and yet pretend to be 
real Deiſts, would take Care that they do 
not in their Zeal againſt Revelation advance 
ſuch Notions, which muſt, if there be any 
Thing in them, entirely ſubvert the belief of 
a Providence and all natural Religion. 

It is hardly worth while to take Notice of 
ſome other little Circumſtances in this Story, 
which the Gentleman has been pleaſed to fer 
down as Objections againſt the Credibility of it. 


As, * How came thoſe Madmen to have their Dwel- 


ling among the Tombs of a burying Ground ? Where 
was the Humanity of the People that did not take care 
of them ? I preſume the Goſpel Hiſtory may 
ſtand very ſafe though we cannot anſwer for 
the Actions of Madmen; and if the meaning 
of the Objection is only this, that the People 
of the Country ought to have been more care- 
ful'than to permit Perſons in this Condition to 
wander up and down where they pleaſed ; 
this likewiſe may be admitted without Pre- 
judice to the Evangeliſts. For what? Is not 
an Hiſtorian to be credited, unleſs we can in 
every minute Circumſtance account for the 
Conduct of all whom the Hiſtory concerns? 
Iwiſh the Gentleman would try his critical Skill 
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upon ſome other Writers and ſee what Con- 
fequences would ariſe in Virtue of ſuch nota- 
ble Obſervations as theſe. If ſome Author of 
good Account ſhould tell us of a wild Bull 
that had broke looſe from his Keepers, and 
done great Miſchief among the People; ſuch 
a Story, I ſuppoſe, might eaſily enough find 
Credit, becauſe there is ſcarcely a Country 
in which Inſtances of this kind do not ſome 
times happen. And yet ſhould this Objector 
take in Hand to diſparage ſuch a Writer, might 
he not cry out with the very ſame Reaſon that 
he does here, Is it poſſible? What ſort of Peo- 
ple were theſe, that they did not tye him. up 
faſt, or knock him o' the Head? I do not find 
that theſe poor Creatures had really hurt any 
Body, but only that the People were afraid 
of them; nor does it appear but that zeaſona- 
ble Care had been taken to prevent Miſchief, 
For the Hiſtory ſays, that theſe Men had been 
often bound with Fetters and Chains, but that na 
Chains would hold them. This fays the Gentleman 
is hardly credible. Perhaps ſo, to him, who con- 
fiders this only as a common Caſe of Madneſs. 
But if he admits (what the Hiſtory ſays) thatevil 
Spirits were concerned, he will not, I preſume, 
pretend to derermine the Extent of their 
Power. Beſides by this Expreſſion we are 
not obliged to underſtand any more than that 
rhe uſual Methods of chaining and fettering 
Mad- 
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Mad-men had been tried, but to no Purpoſe ; ; 
which I ſuppoſe no reaſonable Man will ſay is 
ſo ſtrange a Thing as to ſurpaſs all Credibili- 
ty. And were it ſuch an Impoſſibility for 
Mad-men in any Country to be at Liberty, 
perhaps we ſhould not have had the Trouble of 
conſidering theſe Objections. 

But there is one Objection more, which 
may perhaps ſeem to have greater Weight 
in it, and that is this“ ben our Saviour was 
brought before Pilate to be arraigned, tryed, and 
condemned, Pilate put this Queſtion to the Fews, 
ſaying, What Evil hath he done? Upon which 


the Gentleman obſerves, that , this Story had 


been literally true of Jeſus, there had been no need 
of falſe. Witneſſes againſt bim; for the Gadarens 
might have depoſed, that be had deſtroyed two 
thouſand of their Swine. But perhaps the Peo- 


ple of that Country, had not learn'd to call 
that Injuſtice, in which they plainly ſaw the 
Hand of God, and therefore were not diſpo- 


ſed themſelves to complain. And as for the 
chief Prieſts, they had good Reaſon not to 
put the Cauſe upon this Iſſue. If the Loſs 
of theſe Swine had been pleaded, the firſt 
Queſtion would have been, how did Jeſus de- 
ſtroy them? And this would have led direct- 
ly to an Inquiry into his Miraculous Power, 
a Point which, as their whole Conduct upon 
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this Occaſion ſhews, - the Fews were reſolute- 
ly determined not to meddle with. What 


Sort of an Advocate this Gentleman might 


have been for the Jews, if he had been there, 
J cannot tell. If he had believed any Thing 
of evil Spirits, he might conſiſtently enough 
with his own Opinion, have ſaid * that he be- 
lieved Chriſt to be a Wizzard, and that the 
Swine were loſt through his Faſcinations, But 
the Jews could with no Sort of Decency 
have objected in this Manner. Beelzebub was 
the common Cry, when they wanted ſome- 
thing to ſay : But this was not a Plea to be 


truſted too, ſince they had nothing to alledge 


againſt Jeſus, upon this particular Caſe, to 
ſhew that he made uſe of a diabolical Power, 


which would not have fallen harder upon ſome 
of their own Prophets. They could not have 
forgot what Moſes, in whom they truſted, did 


to Corah and all his Company, whom he ſent 


down alive into the Earth, which opened her 


Mouth to ſwallow them up. ( Numb. xvi. ) 


Nor what Elijah did, when he commanded 


Fire to come down from Heaven, and con- 
ſume a hundred Men, whom Abagiab ſent to 
apprehend him. (2 King. i. 10.) Nor what his 
Succeſſor Eliſha did, when he called forth two 
Bears out of the Wood, who tare in Pieces 


two and Forty Children. (2 King. ii. 23.) Thefe 
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and ſome other Inſtances of Severity, execut- 
ed by their Prophets, they muſt have remem- 
bred : And what was the Loſs of two Thou- 
ſand Swine to ſuch Deſtructions as theſe? No 
wonder then if they choſe to avoid an Ar- 


gument, which might ſo caſily have been 


turned upon themſelves, and had recourſe to 
general Accuſations of Sedition and Diſaf- 
fection to Ce/ar, that common Artifice, by 
which Thouſands have been deſtroyed or ill 
treated, whoſe only Faults have been, that 
their Virtues were too conſiderable, 

Other Anſwers might be given to-this Ob- 


jection, bur I take this one to be ſufficient; 


and ſince the Gentleman has once again cal- 
led us, to the Conſideration of the Matters 
objected to our Saviour: at his Tryal before 


Pilate, I will beg leave in my Turn, to pro- 


poſe one Difficulty to him, which he may 


conſider of at his Leiſure. He tells us that 


Jeſus was a Cheat. If ſo, he was ſurely the 
moſt lucky Impoſtor that ever was, if amidſt 
ſuch an Infinite Variety of Impoſtures (for ſo 
we muſt now call all his Miracles) he was not 
ſometimes detected. The Gentleman ſays, 


that he was detected in the Caſe of Lazarus : 


And it ſeems utterly incredible, that he ſnould 
not have been detected in many other, if any 
Thing was to be diſcovered that was other- 
wiſe than it ought to have been. Why then 
this deep Silence upon this Head, and why 
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ſo much ſuborning of Witneſſes in other Ca- 
ſes? Why ſo much Streſs laid upon a few mi- 
ſtaken Words of his about deſtroying the Tem- 
ple, and why not one Word upon theſe mani- 
feſt Cheats? What was a general Charge of 


Sedition and Diſaffection compared to a Proof 


that he was a common Cheat, and had en- 
deavoured by Craft and Artifice to make him- 
ſelf popular? Bur to return. 

The two following Caſes will give us little 


Trouble. In the Story of the Woman that was 


diſeaſed with an Iſſue of Blood the Gentleman 
has found no Circumſtances to cavil at: Nor in 
that of the other Woman that was bound down 
by a Spirit of Infirmity, unleſs it be that the 
Devil was/concerned in the Matter ; which is 
a Point that has been already ſpoken to. But 


the Hiſtory of the lame Man that was cured at 


the Pool of Betheſda is full, it ſeems, of * Ab- 
furdities, Improbabilities, and Incredibilities , 
which have furniſhed him with much Matter 


of Ridicule. His principal Objections lie 


againſt what we find in St. Job's Goſpel con- 
cerning this Pool of Betheſda ; as that an Angel 
went down at a certain Seaſon into the Pool and 
troubled the Water; and that whoſoever firſt, 
after the Troubling of the Water, ſtepped in, he 
was made Whole of whatſoever Diſeaſe he had. 
But what is all this to our Saviour? Has he 
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ſud one Word about the Pool, or the Virtues 


of it? Suppoſe the Pool had no Virgue, Was 
the Man therefore not Lame? Or was he there- . 


fore not cured by our Saviour? Whatever 
therefore becomes of this Story, our Saviour, it 
is certain, ſtands quite clear of it: For when he 
came to the Pool, and ſaw the lame Man lying 
there, he only asked him, Whether he would 
be made whole ? and, having heard what he 


had to ſay, bad him riſe and take up his Bed and 


walk, But concerning the Virtue of this Pool 
in curing Diſeaſes, what it was, or whence ir 
came, he ſays not one Word. It there be any 
Difficulty in the Caſe, St. John, the Writer 
of the Hiſtory, is to anſwer for it, and per- 
haps he may have leſs to anſwer for than Mr. J 


imagines. 


For in the firſt Place there is ſome Reaſon 
to ſuſpect that the Paſſage about the Angel's 
Deſcent into the Pool and troubling the Wa- 
ter, at which Mr. V's Ridicule is chiefly 
pointed, is no Part of St. Jobn's original Go- 
ſpel. In ſome ancient Manuſcripts it is en- 
tirely wanting; in others not admitted into 


the Body of the Text, but ſet down in the 


Margin by ſome later Hand, as the learned 
Reader may find by conſulting Dr. Mills, and 
his Editor Dr. Ruſter, to whom it will be 
enough to refer him for farther Satisfaction *. 


* Vid. Milli Prolegom, ad Nov. Teſt, 433. & Kuſber 
in Præfat. 
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But: to give the Engliſʒ Reader a clear Notion 
of this Matter, I will ſet down this Paſſage in 
our Tranſlation, as it is repreſented in a very 
ancient Greek Manuſcript in the“ King of 
Frances Library. | 


Verſ. 2. There is at Jeruſalem by the Sheeps 


Market a Pool which is calPd in the 
Hebrew Tongue Betheſda, having five 


Porches. 


Verſ. 3. In theſe lay a great 
| Multitude of impotent Waiting for the 


Moving of the 


Folk, Blind, Halt, Ni- waters. 


thered, * 


Verſ. 4. For an An- 


gel went dawn at 
a certain Seaſon 
into the Pool and 
troubled the Wa- 
ter —- whoſoever 
then firſt, after 
the Troubling of 
the Water, ſtepped 
in, was made 
whole of what 
Diſeaſe ſoever he 
had. 


Verſ. 5. And a'certain Man 
was there whith had an 


J nfurmity thirtyand * 4 


Tears. 
Verſ. 6. hen Jeſus ſaw him 


lye, and knew that he 


bad been now a long 
Time in that Caſe, he 
faith unto bim, Wilt 
thou be made whole ? 


Vert 7. The impotent Man anſwered, Sir, 
T bave no Man when the Water is trou- 
bled to put me into the Pool, but while I 
am coming another ſteppeth down: before 


me, &c. 


Vid. Montfaucon Palzog. Græc. p. 214. 


You 


1351 
You ſee: now that the Narration, as it ſtands 


without the marginal Note, contains a full and 
perfect Senſe, and gives an Account of the 


; whole Action of our Saviour ſo far as it con- 

| cerned the lame Man and his Cure. Ir is ve- 
; ry true that the ſeventh Verſe implies ſome 
, ſuch Notion as the fourth diſtinctly Specifies, 


viz, That upon a certain troubling of the Waters 
there was a Cure wrought or expected to be 
wrought upon the Perſon that could firſt get 
e into the Pool, which was the Reaſon that 
2 brought theſe ſick Perſons together. If you 
ſhould. infer from hence, that St. Job wrote 
1 the fourth Verſe, I think you would infer too 
” much. For perhaps when St. oba wrote, the 
TY Notion which brought theſe People to the Pool 
might be ſo well underitood, that he might 
not think it needful to give a particular Ac- 


5 count of it. But as the ancient Tradition be- 
12 gan to wear off, ſuch an Explication was ne- 
ho ceſſary to make the lame Man's talk to our 
Saviour, at the ſeventh Verſe, intelligible, 
il which, without ſuch Explication, 'tis certain, 
oi would not at this time of day have been under- 
"> ſtood. This might be the Reaſon why, in 
* ſome Copies, it was at firſt inſerted in the 
, I Margin of the Book; and how eaſily it might 
os from thence, by degrees, creep into the Text 

every one underſtands, who knows how fre- 

quent ſuch Inſtances are in many ancient Wri- 
ou ters. 
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I ſhall leave it to the Reader to judge of this 
Account according to his Diſcretion. I think 


it cannot be denied, that it has at leaſt an Ap- 


pearance of Probability. Let us then conſider 
the Caſe upon this Foot, and ſee how it will 


ſtand. You ſay, you cannot believe that an 


Angel went at certain Seaſons into the Pool 
and troubled the Water for the Benefit of 2 
fingle Perſon. Well, let it alone. Our Sa- 
viour, you have ſeen, in every View ſtands 


clear of the Matter; and if-the foregoing Con- 


jecture be admitted, ſo will the Evangeliſt, 


who only reports what the lame Man faid, 


_ He certainly had ſuch a Notion as this, and fo 
had many others, or they had never come thi- 


ther for a Cure: And if you ſhould ask, Whe- 
ther this Notion was true or falfe.? my Anſwer 


is, That it is nothing to the Purpoſe. For 


admit that this was only a vulgar. Superſtition ; 
Is it any Objection againſt our Saviour, that he 


cured a poor ſuperſtitious Man of his Lame- 


nds? Or againſt the Evangeliſt, That he re. 


ported, without diſguiſe, his Converſation 


with our Saviour? You may think it incre- 
dible, perhaps, that there ſhould have been 


any fuch Superſtition, But go into Tah, 
Spain, or Portugal, and you may ſee as ſtrange 


Things every Day; and in a lower Degree 


too much of it may be ſeen even in our ow! 


Country. 


But 


371 

But to wave all this, and to ſuppoſe this 
Account to be St. Fobr's own. What muſt 
we ſay now? Why ſays the Gentleman, that 
here 1s an Account of an incredible Miracle. 


Why incredible? If all Miracles are incredi- 


ble, this may be ſo too; but it is no more 
incredible than others are. If a Man reports 
only common Things that happen every Day, 
no one alive will ſay he reports Miracles; 
and therefore the very Nature of a Miracle 
requires, that the Matter of it ſhould con- 
tain ſomething uncommon, i. e. (as our Author 
will fay) ſomething incredible. We cannot 
move Waters, and by moving them, give 
them a medicinal Virtue 3 but does it follow 
that God cannot? The Waters of Jordan at 
Our Command will not cure a Leproſie; but 
does it follow that Naaman the Syrian was 
not healed, when he uſed this Remedy by 
God's Command? If you ask, why fuch a 
Miracle was vouchſafed the Jews in their 
worſt and moſt corrupted State? 1 will an- 


ſwer you, when you tell me why they were 
preſerved in the Wilderneſs after their many 


Rebellions againſt God. Even in the com- 
mon Acts of Providence it is eaſy to ſee the 
Work, but often hard to ſee the Reaſon. In 
miraculous Works, which are out of the com- 
mon Road of Nature, it muſt be much more 
ſo: Which Obſervation may ſerve alſo for an 


Anſwer to a Queſtion of Mr. W's, Why one 
| fick 
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ſick Perſon only was cured by the moving 
of the Waters, when there were many who 


wanted it? He has other Queſtions alſo which 
I will repeat, that J may not ſeem to forget 
them; As How often in a Week, Mouth, or 
Zear did the Angel wvouchſafe his Deſcent into the 
Pool ? For how- many Ages before Chriſt's Ad- 


vent; and why. not ſince, aud even nw, was 


this gracious angelical Favour granted ? To all 
which, I anſwer, . that I cannot reſolve his 
Doubts :, But ſurely, God may ' diſpenſe his 
own Gifts, in what Manner, and in what 


Meaſure he pleaſes, and is not bound to ſa- 


tisfy the Curioſity of ſuch forward and buſy 


Inquirers as this, when: they ſhall think fit to 


demand a Reaſon of his Proceedings. Why is 
it a greater Objection againſt this Miracle, 
that the Angel cured but one, than it is againſt 
Chriſs Miracle, that H cured but one? 
There were many infirm Perſons at the Pool 
when he- came, and yet but one of them was 


healed. Right, ſays the Gentleman, and there- 
fore I will believe neither the one nor the 


other. * If Chriſt covLD not cure them all, there 
is a End of his Power of Miracles; and if he 
woULD not, it was want of Mercy and Compaſ 
fion in bim. Which May ſoever we tale ibis 
Caſe it turns to the Diſhonour of Jelus ! He that 
can want an Anſwer to ſuch reaſoning as this, 


p. 38 


I think 
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I think is hardly capable of any. That 7e/is 


could have cured all thoſe ſick: Perſons, and 


all ſick Perſons in the World beſides, with as 
much Eaſe as he cured that one, no body can 


doubt. And-could not God, whoſe Miniſter he 


was, have as eaſily done the ſame Thing at 
any Time, either before or ſince? Can he not 
do it as eaſily even now, or at any Time here- 


after? If be cannot there is an End of bis God. 
head. If he WILL not, it is want Of what! 


Mercy and Compaſſion you ſay.” Does then the 
Mercy and Compaſſion of God ' oblige him 
not to permit Sickneſs and Diſeaſes in the 
World? The Gentleman pretends to be a 
Chriſtian, but this is erung __ Language | 
of pure Atheiſm. 

But to ſpeak clearly to this Cafe; the true 
Uſe of Miracles is to give Evidence of the 


Power of God for ſome particular Ends of .. | 


his Providence. And whatever was thé Intent 
of the Angel's deſcending into the Water (if 
he really did deſcend) this we are ſure, that 
the end of this Manifeſtation of the Divine 
Power by the Miracles of ehr was to give 
the Sanction of his Authority to the Doctrine 
he was to publiſh 1 in his Name. 'Now though 
one Miracle requires as much Power as a "YL 
dred, yet a Variety of Miracles renders the 
Evidence of this Power more conſpicuous, and 
the Credit of thoſe who ſhould record them to 
Poſterity leſs liable to Suſpicion, than it would 

have 
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have been if one only had been wrought and 
recorded ; and this, I preſume, may be admit- 
ted as a general Reaſon why Jeſus wrought 
many Miracles and nat one Miracle only. But 
if you ſhould aſk, Why ſo many and no more? 
Or why upon this Perſon and not upon an- 
ther was this Divine Power manifeſted ? 
Theſe are Queſtions not to be anſwered, nor 
is there any Senſe in requiring or expeCting 
that they ſhould. Becauſe as God is abſo- 
lute Maſter of his own Gifts, ſo he beſt knows 
when and upon whom to beſtow them. To 
this Purpoſe the Words of our Saviour himſelf 
(Lake iv. 25.) are pertinent and ſtrong. I tell 
you of a Truth, many Widows were in Iſrael in 
the Days of Elias, when the Heaven was ſhut 
up three Years and fix Months, when great Fa- 
mine was throughout all the Land; but unto none 
of them was Elias ſent, ſave unto Sarepta a City 
of Sidon, unto a Woman that was a Widow, 
And many Lepers were in Iſrael in the Time of 
Eliſæus the Prophet: Aud none of them was clean- 
ſed, ſaving Naaman the Syrian. This was ſaid 
in Anſwer to his Countrymen, who aſked 
him (or were ready enough to ask him) Why 
he did not work Miracles among them as well 
as at Capernaum ? And the Senſe of the Paſ- 
ſage is to this Effect, viz. © That they had no 
« Right to demand a Reaſon in this Caſe ; for 
& that God would act according to his own ſo- 
66 vereign Will, and had done ſo in Inſtances 

« acknow- 
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« acknowledged by themſelves ”. Ir is not to 
be ſuppoſed that the Gentleman believes theſe. 
Miracles appealed to by our Saviour, any 
more than he believes thoſe which were 
wrought by eur Saviour himſelf. But no. 
Matter for that. The Anſwer in all theſe Ca- 
ſes is one and the fame, viz. That God may. 
do what he pleaſes, and is not bound to give 
vs a Reaſon why he does it; and ſurely if 
there are any Caſes in which it is meet for 
13 to ſubmit to his Wiſdom, this i is one. L 
wonder the Gentleman, when he was conſider- 
ing the Reſurretion Miracles, did not offer this 
Objection, and ſay that he would not believe 
that Jeſus raiſed any one from the dead, be- 
cauſe he did not raile all. But this Reaſoning 
he there diſclaims, and confeſſes that * 7:9 
or three Inſtances will be ſufficient, But why. 
7elus was more obliged to heal all the Sick than 
to raiſe all the Dead, it will be proper for 
him to ſhew ; and let him ſhew. it when he 
can, 
It appears then, that Ze/zs's curing that one 


Man only among the Multitude, that Jay at 


the Pool of Betheſda, is no Objection againſt 
the Credibility of this Miracle. And how 
the Angel's curing but one by his Deſcent in-“ 
to the Pool is a greater Objection againſt the 
Credibility of that Miracle, it will be very 


, Fiſth Diſcourſe, p. 20. 
| F hard 
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hard to ſhew. The great Difficulty lies here; 


To what End or Purpoſe did that Miracle 
ſerve? This the Hiſtory does not at all ex- 
plain, and it may perhaps be no eaſy Mat- 
ter to determine upon any ſure Grounds. To 
have Recourſe to any typical Uſe would avail 
little with this Writer, who, as fond as he 
ſeems to be of myſtical Interpretations, will ad- 
mit of no Types but his own. All I ſhall 


ſay to the Matter therefore is this, that there 
might be a Reaſon for this Miracle though we 


know not what it is. 

Upon the whole then, if this Paſſage rela- 
ting to the Angelꝰs Deſcent into the Water be 
an ancient Interpolation, as perhaps it may, 
Mr. V. has been fighting with a Shadow, and 
all his Arrows have fallen ſhort of the Mark 
which he aimed at, the Credit of Chriſt or 
his Evangeliſt. But if the Paſſage be St. 
Jobn's own, it is certain we are not anſwer- 

able for more than St. John has ſaid, and he 
has barely related the Fact, (which conſidered 
as a Miracle can never be proved to be ab- 
ſurd or incredible) But to what Purpoſe the 
Miracle was intended, or when it began, how 
often it was repeated, or when it ceaſed, or 
why it was confined to one Perſon only, he 
has not told us; and I know no Obligation we 
are under from our common Faith as Chriſtians 
to anſwer ſuch Queſtions. 


To 


tag} 


To go on now to the fifch Caſe, which is 


that of our Saviour's reſtoring the blind Man to 


his Sight by anointing his Eyes with Clay, &c. 
What the Gentleman has to object againſt the 
Miracle in this Caſe has been already ſeen. 
What we are now in ſearch after is, Circum- 
ſtances, if any ſuch there are, which affect the 
Credibility of the Relation, or which ſtand as 

an Objection againſt our admitting the Fact 
to have been as the Evangeliſt has here repre- 
ſented it. One Circumſtance then of this Sort 
I meet with, and but one, which is Jeſus's 
* uſing this Ointment made of Dirt and Spittle, 
which, ſays the Objector, if it had uo Effet 
in the Cure (as for certain it had none) was 4 
vain and trifling Qperation, or, as he ſpeaks 
elſewhere, abſurd, _ ſenſeleſs, and unaccountable, 


In this Objection, the Gentleman muſt be un- 


derſtood as affirming, that it was Senſeleſs and 
Abſurd that Caſes of this ſort ſhould be at- 
tended with any external Action or Operation 
which had not ſome natural Effect in the 
Cure; which is certainly the moſt ſenſeleſs 
Thing he could have ſaid. He himſelf con- 


feſſes, as you have before ſeen, that if Jeſus 


had cured the Man only with 4 Word of bis 
Mouth, here would have been @ great Miracle, 
and he does not pretend to object any Abſur- 
dity or Incongruity againſt the Relation fo cir- 


ve * Diſcourſe, p. 15, 22. 
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[4] 
cumſtantiated. But if an Abſurdity in uſing 
this Ointment is to be inferred merely from 


its Inſignificancy with reſpect to the Cure, 
the ſame Abſurdity might as reaſonably have 


been objected if our Saviour had only ſpoke a 
o; for the ſpeaking of a Word no more 
avails to the Cure of Blindneſs, than the Uſe 
of ſuch an Ointment as this can be ſuppoſed 
to do. One would think that it were no eaſy 
Matter for any Man to miſtake in ſo clear a 


Caſe as this. Jeſus, in reſtoring a blind Man 


to his Sight, makes uſe of an Ointment which 
had no natural Virtue to cure Blindneſs ; and 
upon this the Gentleman aſks, Why he uſed 
this Ointment? The fame 7eſus in reſtoring 
another blind Man to his Sight, only ſays, 
Receive thy Sight ; which Words have no na- 
tural Virtue to cure Blindneſs neither: And 
may it not then as reaſonably be aſked, Why 
he ſpake them? In this latter Caſe, I ſuppoſe, 
every body would find a ready Anſwer, and 
ſay, That 7e/#s ſpake theſe Words to give 
Evidence that a Miracle was wrought, and 
that he was the Perſon who wrought it. 

blind Man's coming ſuddenly to his Sight, 
abſtracted from the Agency of any Perſon, as 
foreknowing or foreſeeing the Event, is either 
no Miracle at all, or if it be -a Miracle; has 
not the Appearance or Evidence of a Miracle: 
But if ſuch an Effect follows in Conſequence of 


any Act or Operation performed by any Per- 


ſon 


* 


J 


ſon as Declarative of what will happen, this 
ſhews both the Miracle and the Worker. 
When FJeſus ſaid to the blind Man, Receive thy 
Sigbt; he only declared what was to follow; 
and this Declaration being verified by the 
Event, proved the Miracle. If Peter or John 


had ſaid the ſame Words, and the ſame Effect 


had followed, the Miracle would have been 
the ſame, but with this Difference, that Peter 
or Jobn would have been the Worker, and not 
Jeſus. May not all this as well be applied to 
the Uſe of the Ointment under Conſideration? 
It was an external Action, declarative of our 
Saviour's Intention to cure the Man; and ac- 
cordingly he was cured. And the Action of 
Jeſus was as ſignificant and expreſſive of what 
he intended to do, as if he had faid in ſo ma- 
ny Words, Receive thy Sight : So that the only 
remaining Queſtion is this, Whether of ſeveral 
out ward Actions equally demonſtratiye of his 
divine Power, he might not, conſiſtently with 
Reaſon and good Senſe, chuſe which he had a 
Mind to: A Queſtion which I ſhall leave every 
Man to anſwer for himſelf. 

The Sixth and only remaining Caſe, is that 
of our Saviour's curing a Man that was Sick 
of the Palſy, who, ſays the Hiſtory, was 


' borne of four: And toben they could not come 


nigh, him for the Throng, they went up 10 
the *Houſe-top , and let him down through the 
Tiling, with his Couch, into the Midſt before 


eſiw. 


[46] 

Peſts. * This Circumſtance has given the Ob- 

or ſo much uneaſineſs, that he ſcarce knows 
where to End his Complaints : But, in ſhort, 
he tells us, That * the Story of this Miracle — 
n ſuch an Accumulation of Abfurdities, Impro- 
babilities, and J ncredibilities, that a Man of the 
moſt eaſy Paith, if he at all thinks, cannot digeſt 
#. Let us confider the Particulars, and fee 
what theſe Abſurdities, Improbabilities, and 
Incredibilities, are. 


The firſt Cireumſtance that the Evange- 


Iift takes Notice of is, that «when Jeſus was 
at Capernaum, and it wwas noifed abroad, that he 


was in the Houſe ; many were gathered together, | 


inſomuch, that there was no Room to receive them, 
10 not ſo much as about the Door, Mark ii. 1, 2. 
One would hope, that this Part of the Story 
at leaſt might appear credible ; and yet it 
ſeems the Gentleman knows not well how to 
digeſt it. For f what did they fo throng and 
preſs for ? Was it to fee Jeſus? — Or to hear 
him preach? — Or to behold him working Mira- 
#les ? I ſuppoſe fo, Sir. One, or all thefe Induce- 


ments may reaſonably enough be prefumed to 


have occaſioned this Concourſe of People; and 
if the Gentleman is determined to go on in 
his learned Way, in proving by Mood and 
Figure that this was not at all worth their 

while, and that they might have employed 


L ibid. p. 61. f p. 53, 54. 


themſelves 


b 
| 


LA. 


te! 


themſelves better; 1 ſhall be very taſy wi 


this, till he can likewiſe ſhew, that the Peo- 


ple of Capernaum were not of a different Opi- 
nion; for this Matter depends upon their Way 
of thinking, and not upon Mr. 's; and they 
did no more in this Caſe, than what the Peo- 
ple of any Country in the World, would do 
in a like Caſe. The Gentleman is pleaſed to 
obſerve that Jeſus, as 4a Prophet, das without 
Honour at Capernaum his Zul Country, which 
is his Miſtake. Capernaum is called his own City, 
as he had lately choſe it for the Place of his 
Abode : But his Country, that is the Place of 
his Education, whete he had lived from his 
coming out of Egypt, till his Entrance upon 
his publick Miniſtry, is well known to have 
been Nazareth. It was of this Place that our 
Sgviour ſpake when he ſaid that a Prophet bad 
no Honour in bis 6wn Country; and of this 


Place likewiſe that it is ſaid, that be did not 


many mighty Works there, becauſe of their unbrlief. 
But is it credible that Fe/us ſhould have been 
without Honour at Capernaum, which had 


been the Scene of ſome of the moſt wonder- 


ful Tranſactions of his Life? Or is it incredi- 
ble, that when he had been abſent from them 
for a while, and but newly returned, the People 


(who doubtleſs had likewiſe heard of his Fame 
abroad) ſhould croud about the Houſe where 


he was to ſee and to hear him? It is a Shame 
that we ſhould be put upon aſking ſuch Que- 


ſtions 
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ftions as theſe; but the Gentleman's Head is' 


ſo full of Myſteries, that he forgets the ' moſt 
obvious Paſſages in his Bible, and is a Stran- 


ger to the moſt common Obſervations upon 


human Life. 


To go on, In Conſequence of this Croud 
about the Door; the Hiſtory farther ſays, 


that thoſe who were bringing the ſick Man to 
Jeſus, could not come nigh him. How ? Says 
the Gentleman. * Would not the People make 
Way for the Lame, Blind, and Paralytic, 70 
come to Jeſus? Was not this fruſtrating their own 


Hopes and Expettations of ſeeing Miracles wrought ?. 


What is this to the Purpoſe? The People he 
ſays ated unreaſonably. Be it ſo; yet he ſhould 
not have ſaid, that they ated more unreaſon- 


ably than ever Mob did, or can be ſuppoſed to do; 
becauſe there is not a Creature, that has ever 


ſeen what he calls a Mob, that does not know 
the contrary. Was the Gentleman, I wonder, 
never in Weſtminſter- Hall ? Tf he has, I ſup- 
poſe, he may have obſerved many crouding 
up to the Bar, and juſtling out thoſe that 


havehad more Buſineſs there than themſelves; 
and perhaps too, it may have been found 


that in ſome remakable Caſes, ſuch Tumults 
have been raiſed, that one half of thoſe who 


came to hear the Tryal, have not been able. 


to underſtand one Word that the Judge or 


2 p. 54. 


Witneſſes 


| 1 

Witneſſes have ſaid. Hundreds of Inſtances 
like this are ſeen every Day, where great 
Throngs of People by their over Eagerneſs, 
and Impatience, have fruſtrated thoſe Hopes 
and Expectatigns which brought them toge- 


4 ther — But it is doing too much Credit to 
* a. mean and trivial Objection to anſwer it ſe- 
» riouſly and therefore to proceed to the only 
hr Circumſtance in this Story, which looks any 
, thing ſtrange, their lifting up the ſick Man 


to the Top of the Houſe, and letting him 
- down through the Roof. The firſt Queſtion 


-: that the Gentleman aſks upon this is, * Nhat 
: need was there of ſuch Haſte, and Pains to get to 
| | Jeſus for a Cure? What if there was no Need 
* of ſo much Haſte ? Is the Evangeliſt not to 
; be believed, becauſe the Man did a needleſs 
5 Thing? What ſhall we make of Numberleſs 


Facts credibly reported by Hiſtorians if we ad- 
mit ſuch Cavils as theſe? But perhaps if the 
poor Man was here to anſwer for himſelf, he 
would ſay, That he was afraid that before he 
might find an Opportunity of getting in at 
the Door, Jeſus might have withdrawn him- 
ſelf privately to another Place, which was no 
unuſual Thing with him: And if there was any 
other poſſible Way of coming at him, who will 
| blame the Man that he was glad to make uſe of 
it? But F he main Queſtion is, Whether ſuch an 
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Enterprize as the Evangeliſt here ſpeaks of 
was or could be feiſable ? I have no C onception, 
ſays the Gentleman, of the Poſſibility of it, 
For, adds he, if they could not get into the 
Door of the Houſe for the Preſs, or CONSEQUENCE 
they could not come at the Sides of it ; which is 
juſt as good Reaſoning as if he ſhould have 
ſaid, that if there were People enough abroad 
to cover five Rods of Ground, of Conſequence 
there were enough to cover threeſcore. All 
that can be gathered from the Hiſtory is, that 
the Door-way and Places near adjoining, were 
very much thronged, which is natural enough 
in all ſuch Caſes. But what then? Does it 
follow from hence, that no part of the Houſe 
beſides was acceſſible; or that there was 10 
coming at the Sides of it but over the Peoples 
Heads ? The Gentleman ſer out with a Reſolu- 
tion to find Impoſſibilities in this Story, or he 
could never have thought of ſuch Conſequences 
as theſe. I will beg Leave then to ſuppoſe it 
very credible, char 1 the ſick Man might ſome 
Way or other have been eaſily conveyed to 
the Walls of the Houſe-z and what ſhall 
we do with him now? Mr. V. makes a 
heavy Rout about * Pullies and Ropes, and 
Ladders, and Hauling and Heaving, as if the 
poor Man had been to be hoiſted up to the 
Top of Pauls. But that ſuch Engines as theſe 


p. 57. 


„„ 


were at all neceſſary, he can never prove. 


Whatever elſe was wanting, Hands certainly 


were not. His Bearers were four, and when 
they came there, I ſuppoſe, they might meet 
at leaſt with half a Dozen or half a Score 


more, who, admitting that the Houſe was 


flat roofed, and not above eight or nine Foot 
high (which are Circumſtances not at all un- 
likely) might by the Help of any common 
Conveniency eaſily get him up to the Top of 
it, The Gentleman is pleaſed to ſay, that it 
T is not of much Conſequence, in this Caſe. of 
what FHeighth the Houſe was: A Miſtake in 
which, I preſume, any common Labourer may 
be able to ſet him right. Yet he does not 
care, I find, that it ſhould be thought to have 


been @ very low one. For ancient and modern 
Commentators (to whom he pays the utmoſt - 


Deference when they will ſerve his Purpoſe) are, 


it ſeems, pretty well agreed that it was an up- 


per Room where Jeſus was; and conſequently the 


Houſe was at leaſt two Stories high. He does 


not tel} us who theſe Commentators are. But 
whoever they are I am very ſuſpicious that 


they knew as little of the Matter as the Gen- 


tleman himſelf. That Jeſus had any Houle of 
his own, I ſuppoſe na Commentators have 
told him; and whoſe Houſe this was the Hi 
ſtory does not ſay. Bur it is very likely that 
it was the Houſe of Simon and Andrew, who 

t ibid, | | 
G2 as 
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(as we find, Mark i. 29.) had a Houſe in that 
City whereto Jeſus reſorted; and I am not 
perfectly ſatisfied that Fiſhermen at that Time 
a Day dwelt in Houſes two Stories high. Dr. 
Lightfoot ſays, that it * was cuſtomary for the 
Phariſees and. the Doctors of the Law, when 
_ "they diſcourſed of the Lato or Religion 10 ga into 
the upper Chamber; and ſuppoſes therefore that 
Jeſus was now in an upper Chamber ſitting with 
the Phariſees and Doctors, who (as St. Luke 
reports, Chap. v. V 17.) came aut ef every Town 
of Galilee, &c. I ſhall not diſpute whether 
this Paſſage of St. Luke relates to the preſent 
Story, which perhaps may be juſtly queſtioned, 
What I obſerve is, that Dr. Lightfoot does not 
ſay, nor indeed can it be ſaid, that our Savi- 
our never diſcourſed with the Phariſees and 
Dactors but in an upper Chamber; for the 
contrary is evident from many Places, I 
there was no upper Room in this Houſe, they 
could not ſit in an upper Room, whether 
there was or not the Hiſtory is ſilent; and 
conſequently, that this Houſe was two Stories 
high cannot be affirmed upon any certain 
Grounds... But what if it was cwo Stories 
high? Does this Gentleman know what Canve: 
niency the Fews had to get up to the Tops 
of their Houſes from without. The very 
ſame Commentator (whom Mr. W. has lame- 
ly quoted) tells us of two Ways into an 


* In loc. 


Houſe 


531 
Houſe; one called the Way through the Gate, 
or Door ; and the other the Way through the 
Roof. And he gives an Inſtance of one that 
was dead, whom becauſe his Bier could not be car- 
ried aut thre* the Door, which was tos firait, they 
let down.thre the Raf, or thre the Way of the Roof. 
And cannot any one of common Apprehen- 
ſion as eaſily conceive how a ſick Man might 
be lifred up to the Top of the Houle, as 
how a dead Man'might be let dawn from it? 
Let us ſuppoſe then the Paralytic canveyed to 
the Top of the Houſe (which he very eaſily 
might, for aught that appears to the contrary) 
what now remains? Why only to get him 
down. into the Room; in which I hope there 
will be no great Difficulty. St. Zuke lays, 
that they let bim down through the Tileing with- 
his Couch. St. Mark ſays, that they broke up 
tbe Roof and let down the Bed; which Words, 
whether they are conſiſtent or not conſiſtent. 
with ſuppoſing, that they only made the com- 
mon Roof-door a little wider, and let him 
down through that, it is not worth while to diſ- 
pute. Let us ſuppoſe the Meaning to be (as 


the Gentleman would have it to be) that bey 


made & Hole capactous enough for the Man and 


5 bis Bed to be let through. Where is the Abſur- 


dity of this? As to the Bed, it needs not give 
him any Diſturbance: For we are not to ſup- 
poſe, that the Beds or Couc bes in thoſe Eaſtern 
Countries, (which, as the ſacred Hiſtory 
| | — ſhews, 


541 


ſhews, a Man might carry about him) were 


Things ſtuffed with Feathers like ours : They 
were. probably of the Thickneſs and Size of a 
common Carpet; and ſomething of this Sort 


was neceſſary to let a Man down in, who was 
in no Condition to help himſelf. But for the 


Tiles and Rafters —— Why here is the Diffi- 
culty, and the Gentleman makes as much a 
Stir about them, as if the Houſe were a going 
to be pulled down about their Ears, and all 
the Company 1 in danger of being knocked o' 

the Head. But as to this Matter he may be at 
Reſt too. Of what Dimenſions the Tiles were 


we cannot tell, they might be very broad and 
lightly laid on, and poſſibly the removing half 


a Dozen might do the Buſineſs. And as to 
the Rafters which ſupported the Covering, let 
him prove that there was a Neceſſity of Re- 


moving any of them, which he can never do 


without ſhewing (which is impoſſible) that the 


Space between each Timber was not widee- 


nough to receive the Body of a Man properly 
diſpoſed. So that the Queſtion, ſo far as the 
* Poſſibility of the Fact is concerned, is, I 


+ The Pofſibility of this Pad depends entirely upon 
the Manner of Building in that Country, which was 
certainly very different from ours. Whoever will con- 
ſult Lamy de Tabernaculo, Lib. II. Cap. 6. Seck. 2. will find 
every Circumſtance that I have ſuppoſed in order to 
ſolve the Difficulties of this Story, confirmed by good 
Authority; as that the Jewiſh Houſes had Staits without, 


hope, 
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hope, now quite at an End. But T where was 
the good Man of the Houſe all this while ? Says 


the Gentleman in a Chafe. }by- would be 722 


fer bis Houſe to be thus broken up? Perhaps he 


could not help it, Sir; or perhaps he had ſo 
much Humanity as to conſent that it ſhould 
be done. Some Damage there might be; but 


if the Maſter of the Houſe was content with 
it, who elſe has any Right to find fault? 


The Gentleman is pleaſed farther to inquire; 
Whether Jeſus could not have made the Acceſs to 


himſelf more eaſy ? Whether be could not have 
deſired, or even forced the People to make Way 
for this poor Man and his Bearers ? Or whether, 
to prevent this Trouble and Damage, be might not 


| bave aſcended to the Houſe Top, r 


ſpoke the healing Word ? But it were loſt Time 
to ſtay to give a diſtintt Anſwer ro ſuch mere 
Impertinencies as theſe ; the plain Senſe and 


Conſtruction of the whole being in'ſhort, nei- 


ther more nor leſs than this, That this Gentle- 
man pretends to be wiſer than God, and thinks 


teading up to the Top ; that the Roofs of them were 
not ridged but flat; that the Tiles were large, like our 
Dutch Tiles, and ſo diſpoſed that they might be remov- 


ed at Pleaſure ; all which Circumſtances, being ſuppoſed. 


the Difficulty vaniſhes at once ; which thought fit to 
note thus briefly to ſave the Trouble of entring into ma- 
ny Particulars. Modern Travellers alſo aſſure us, that 
the Houſes in thoſe parts are at this Day low built and 
flat roofed. See Sandys, p. 36. 149, 160, 
t ibid. p. 58. N 7 
"Ul that 
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that he knows what was proper to be done in 
this Caſe better than he. So that having now w- 
conſidered all Mr. V. 's particular Objedtions, -, 4 
J ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe with ſome: general 
Obfervations, which may be proper to be 
| born in Mind, in conſidering not only theſe - 
Caſes, but all other Caſes of the bo Sort, 
which are recorded in the Goſpels. 
It has elſewhere been obſerved, wg chere 
are two Points upon which the Credit of an 
Hiſtorian ſtands, his Knowledge and his Inte- 
grity. As to the firſt there is no room to pre- 
tend, that the Evangeliſts had not Opportu- 
nity to fatisfy themſelves whether-theſe Cures 
were wrought or not: Skill in Diſeaſes the A- 
poſtles had none: Nor is it at all neceſſary to 
ſupport the Credit of their Relations, that they 
ſhould have had any. Eyes and Underſtand- 
ings they certainly had, in Vertue of which \ 
they were Judges, as all Men elſe are, of the 
common Appearances of Diſtempers; ſuch as 
Madneſs, Blindneſs, Lamenefs, Crookedneſs, 
and the like. Some Diſtempers, tis true, may 
be counterfeited, whereof we have every Day 
a great many Examples: And whether the 
Appearances, in any of theſe Caſes, were ſuck 
as could not be counterfeited, it is a very dif- 
ficult Matter to determine. But that in fact 
they were not counterfeited we have all the 
Reaſon in the World to fay, For why do Men 
counterfeit Diſeaſes? * generally to ferve” 

* themſelves 
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themſelves with a Pretence for Idleneſs and 


are never known to apply themſelves to others, 
as, wanting the Benefit of a Cure. It would 
not be leſs abſurd to ſay, that cheſe Perſons 
were Confederages, with Zeſus, and counterfeited 
theſe Diſtempers to give him a Name among 
the People as à Worker of Miracles. For be- 
ſides that no Reaſon can be given why they 
ſhould have entred into any ſuch Confederacy, 
but à great many to the contrary, it was 
impoſſible that they ſhould have ſucceeded in 
any ſuch Attempt. For no Man can be blind, 


lame, deaf, and the like, for any conſiderable 
Time, but all who know him muſt; likewiſe 
| be acquainted” wich his Condition. And there- 


fore had it been pretended by any Perſon: that 
he was born blind, or that he had been ſome 


Way or other diſabled in his Limbs, ſuppoſe, 
for ten, twenty or thirty Years, and had been 
_ cured by Jeſiu, the Cheat muſt preſently have 


been diſcovered ; for many would have been 
ready to hate born - witneſs, that they well 
knew this Perſon, but never underſtood that 
he laboured under any ſuch Diſtemper. There 
is therefore no ſhew of Probability in ſaying that 
the Apoſtles were deceived, or could have been 
deceived in judging whether theſe Cures were 
wroughtor not. That the Perſons became ſound 
and whole they faw W Eyes. If 


they 


Begging. But this could not be the Caſe of 
any of thels Perſons for Cheats of this Sort 


181 

they had doubted Whether rhe Diſtempers, 
which in Appearance they had, immediately 
before the ſuppoſed” Cures 3 wee h 
real or counterfcited, chey thight eaſily ſutisſy a 
themſelves in chis Point by enquiring of the 8 
By-Rtanders and Relations; and admittinz the t! 
Apoſtles to have been Men of Probity and 5 
Integrity, and tliat they had wy Reba op- 
on what Grounds they 'thetnſelyes accepted 
Feſus as klie Meſſiah, it is eeefliiry te Thp- 
poſe that they did ſo, unlefs (Whith is tft le 
probable) the general Acquieſcence and Suf- * 
frage of the People Who knew the Perſbns 1 
d, 

V 
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if 
bt 
f 


, 
10 
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and their Caſes, made ſuch an Priquity netQ- 
lefs. If you fay chat the Apoſtles Were Hot 
deceived in thefe Ciſrs (which they knew Wall 
enough to be Cheats) but joined thiemſelves in 
Confederacy with "7eſus to curry on ah In- 
ſture (which is all chat is how left to ſay) 
this will bring us to the other Qveſtion con- 
cerning the Apoſtles Fidelity; and if cis 
could with any Reaſon be called in Queſtion, 
there would be an end of theſe Miracles und 
of all the reſt. But not to repeat thoſe ge- 

neral Arguments which have her etofore been 
offered to ſhew that the Apoſtles cou have 
no Motive to engage themſelves in the Cauſe 
of Cbriſt, but hat aroſe from the muſt fit 
and abſolute Perſuaſion of his divine Power 
"evidenced by thoſe Miracles of "which they 
were themſelves Eye-witnelſes's det os at pre- 
ſent 


fr 


+» 
1HY 
. N 
„ 
A 
"8 
3 il 
2 
"i 
| | 
1 | 
q | = 
Nu - 
| 1 
＋ 4 
wy 
+ 18 
1. 
11% 
1 
4 
"4 
"4" 


C 
E 
8! 
7 
a 


; - 
— — 


— —— — * * — — _ 
4 2 - -— RI = 
. 4 Py — 
- - _— — o = 
- — = 6 * — 


— 
— we Cee - 


h 
f 


2 * * 


—— 
"— 


— — 
* - 


Te %mͥu! e M ²˙ A. ! 
1 4 — 
— —— —— 
— 
— * 


— — — 
— 


— 


88 
ſent only conſider how impracticable it would 
baxe been for them, to hayg carried on ſuch 


_ an, Impoſture, ſuppoling that. they bad at- 


tempted it, That the Perſons upon whon 
theſe Cures ate faid e 5 
could have no Confederacy with 7z/uy has been 
thewn already, and is farther evident from 
hence , that whatever Reaſons there are to 


ſuppoſe 2 Confederacy in theſe, particular Ca- 


ſes under Conſideration, they, will as well hold 
with Reſpe& to all the reſt. But will you 
fay, that all the Perſons recorded. in the Go- 
ſpels as. cured by our Saviour were in Confe- 
deracy with. him. to deceive the ref of the 
World? Where is the Sepſe. of it? It is plain 
from, the Hiſtory, that el. performed his 
Cures upon Perſons of all Ranks and in all 
Places caſually as he happened of them in his 


Travels; and there is hardly an Inſtance to be 


giyen of any of them, who can upon any 
reaſonable Grounds be preſumed to have had 
any. cher, Knowledge of him than what they 
bad received. from the common Reports of 
him a8 a Prophet, mighty in Word and Deed. 
What Room then is there to ſuppaſe a Con- 
federacy with theſe Perſons? Or what Notion 
can any one frame of a Plot in which ſuch 


Mdultitudes, both of Men and Women in di- 


gat Places Were coneeracd? The Confede- 
racy, then (if there was a. Confederacy) muſt 


needs be confined 0 Neft only, and ſome 
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few of his Dipl, as Actots in it ; und a 
Confederacy” it was againſt the” whole eig 
Nation, chreatnipg Nothing leſs, in their 
Option, 'thafithe Subverſion of their Religi- 
on, and the total Abolition '6f che Law of 
Mies, to Which they were addicted even to 
Sup erſtition. And what Courſe do they take 
to carry on rhe Cheat? Whiy in the very 
; Country, wherethe whole Sehne of the Tranſ- 
action was to lye, -Feſus is extolled as a Pro- 
Phet, and as proving his Miſſton by ſuch 
Cures as were never before heatd of, in which 
"Account the "Diſeaſes cured, and the Manner 
of the Cure, ate for the moſt Part ſpeeiſi- 
ed, as alſo the Places where the Perſons 
ea upon whom theſe Cures were wrought, 
Wich 557 other particular Circumſtances. 
For Inſtance, at Frruſalem, at the Feaſt of the 
Paſſover, he tures: à Man that had been lame 
eight and thirty Tears, by bidding him ariſe 
and walk. In Galilee in one of their Synago- 
gues on the Sabbath Day; he reſtores a Man 
that had a withered Hand, by bidding hien 
ſtreteh it forth. At Capernaum he heals a Cen- 
furlon's Servant; who was fiek of the Palſy, 
only by ſpeaking a Word”; and tures a No- 
bleman's Son of à Fever. At Bethſaida he 
reſtores àa Blindman to his Sight, Sc. Theſe and 
abundance more fuch Inſtances are reported of 
him; in Confequence of which, Jeſus and his 
Diſciples gain dent every Day among the 
People, 
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People, who come over in great Numbers to 


their Party, and yet, it ſeems, not one Word 
of theſe Reports was true I It is to no Pur- 
poſe to diſtinguiſh here and tay, that ſome of 
them might be true. For if you can believe 
one, you may as well believe the reſt; and 
if one was 4 Cheat, they were all Cheats. 
But can any one believe this? Suppoſe that 
ſome” body at this Time a Day, ſhould: pre- 
tend a Commiſſion; from God, to ſet up a new 
Religion in Oppoſition to Chriſtianity, and to 


eountenance his Pretenſions, ſhould ſay, that 
at London he cured an Alderman's Son of 


Fits: At St. Alban, a Gentleman's Servant 


of a broken Leg: At Dover, reſtored a blind 


Man te his. Sight, and ſo on. Is it poſſible 
that ſuch a Pretender as this ſhould gain Cre- 


dit ꝰ Would not every Mortal think himſelf 


concerned to make ſtrict Examination, whe- 
ther theſe Reports were true or not.? Would 

not the People i in every Place, to which ap- 
x: was made, teſtify that; no ſuch, Things 
were ever ſeen or heard of among them? And 
would not the Impoſtor, inſtead of gaining Pro- 
ſelytes be expoſed, and grow contemptible in 
the Eyes of the People? The Gentleman with 


whom I am now concerned, has been pleaſed 


to take Notice of the extream Tenderneſs and 
Senſibility of the Clergy, when any Attempt 
is made upon Religion. This 1 hope is no 


e All Men are, or ought to be, tender of 
| their 
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their Religion and ag. eaſy. a Matter a be 
thinks it 10 be to gain the Reputation of a 
Wonder- Worker, ſhould he make the Expe- 
riment upon his Countrymen in Favour of his 
new myſtical Seft, he would ſoon find. bis Mi- 
ftake.. I can readily enough apprehend, how 
eaſy it is to impoſe upon the vulgar in many 
Caſes; and that Men of Craft and Artifice 
may make the World believe ſtrange. Things of 
them, where Mankind is not enough intereſted 
in the Affair, to make it worth the while to take 
Pains in examining into the Bottom of their Pre- 
tenſions. But that in a Matter of the laſt Impor - 
tance, where the Appeals to publick Facts were 
ſo frequent; and the Subject of theſe Appeals 
was of ſuch a Sort, as all Mankind were ca- 
pable to judge of, a Cheat ſhould ſueceſaſul- 
ly have been carryed on 3 with me ſurpaſſes 
all reaſonable Apprehenſion. ol 

I have. given you, in a few Words, the Evi 
dence, by which this Part of the Goſpel Ht 
ſtory is ſupported ; and whether the Objecti- 
ons produced by Mr. V. are {ufficient to out- 
weigh it, let any reaſonable Perſen judge. 
There is one general Miſtake, upon which 
the Gentleman ſets out, and perpetually dwells 
in conſidering. theſe: Caſes: It is this; That 
if aur Saviour bad intended thet any rations! 
Hrgument for his divine ers be 


| | * Seband Diſcourſe, p. 8. m 


urged 
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urged from bis Miraculous Healing Power z the 
Diſeaſes bbich be cured, would bao ben uu. 
rutely 'deferibed, and bis” Matmer of 'O peration ES 
fo chutiouſiy exepre fled, this we wight dave been © © 
fire ib Work unt jupernutural, umd out "of ube 


Power of Art und "Natitre to prrfrm. But on - 
the contrary; he tells vs, that vb bo/t and he 
greateſt Miratles of Jefas '— ave % blindly nll 
lamely, ant impirfealy reported, as tht by Ros. 
ſomings upon the Tetter of | the Stories of vom, 
they vu be dwinulad away, un nethired 1 "6 
Wonders. As to the Manner #1 which theſt 
Cures were wfought, it is impoſſible chat chere 
can'be aty Hxce ptiom againſt it. All chut Fe 
Jus ever did in theſe Cuſes 'wis do ſpeuk a 
Word, or to ly his Hands upon the Diſeuſed, 


or to uſe ſome dutward Application, evident- 


J of mo Signlffenncy, in ary other Senſe, than 
as it was intended to give Evidence of his 
Power, upon which the Cure iriftantly ant 
immediately followed. Now if Diſeaſes, real 
Diſeaſes, ere cured in ſuch a Manner ascrhis, 
it will be the greateſt Abſurdity in "the 
World to Queſtion, Whether he Opera- 
*idn ' was” ſu pornarurul, und out of the Power 
F Aer un Nature 0 perform. Art here 4s 
none, and Nature forts no ſuch Inſtanees 
us theſe; The only Point then, is wherher 
the Diſeaſes were real; and This it ſeems we 


_ - cnn endw uni , Theſe Diſeaſes bad bern ac- 


auutely deſcribed. You ſee now upon What 
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not believe them upon their Teſtimony, is to 


60 ©, 
Terms this Gentleman would have been wil- 
ling to accept the Goſpel. I have ſhewn you 


before, in treating upon the Reſurrection Mi- 


racles, that what he expected was that the E- 
vangeliſts ſhould have given us the Hiſtory 
of the Lives of all Perſons on whom Feſus 
wrought a Cure. Now it ſeems this is not 
ſufficient, unleſs, with the Hiſtory of their 


Lives, we had likewiſe 2 Hiſtory of. their 


Diſeaſes, and the New Teſtament had contain · 
ed as great a Variety of Caſes as the Books of 
Hippocrates! What Senſe there is in this, let 
all Mankind judge. Lay down but this one 
Principle that the Evangeliſts were Perſons of 
Credit, and you need nothing more. What 
if they were not exactly ſkilPd in Symptoms 


and Signs? Does not every Countryman know 


when his Neighbour is lame or blind, or mad, 


or has the Dropſy? And even in ſecret Diſ- 


eaſes is not there a Way of comeing at a Satiſ- 
factory Knowledge of them either by the Re- 
lation of the Perſons themſelves, or of thoſe 


about them? There can be no Queſtion, but 
that the Evangeliſts had recourſe to all theſe 
. Methods: fo far as they were needful. What 
Occaſion then could there be for any ſuch ac - 
curate Deſcription of Diſeaſes as this Gentle - 
man calls for? It is enough that THEY had the 
common Evidences in ſuch Cafes that the 


Diſtempers were real. And to ſay that we will 


give 


give up the Goſp 1 9 5 once upon the moſt 
weak and ird of all Principles,” viz. That it 


is unreaſonable to admit an thing : as Truth, of 


which we are not Witneſſes ourſelves. It is this, 
I fear, that Ties at the Bottom of all this Gentle- 
man's Cavils at our Saviout's Cures. He tells 
us, that * f the Evanꝑeliſt had told us of Men, 
that toanted o or both their Leg and bow 
Jeſus commanded | Nature to "extend itſelf, to the 


entire Reparation of fuch Defetts, -bere would | 


have been ftiipentous Miracles indeed, which 10 
Sceptici/m or Tnfidelity could have cavilled at. If 


he Means that he would have been convinced- | 


by ſuch a Report, I much queſtion the Truth 
of what hie ſays. There 1 is, as he obſerves, 10 
su cen Miracle recorded i im the Goſpel; but we 
can ſhew. him greater Things. Inſtances we 
have of dead Men raiſed to Life again, and 
yet Scepticiſm and Infiddity can cavil at theſe, 
notwithſtanding the common Evidences of 


Death have been ſet forth beyond all reaſon- 


able Exception. The Gentleman it ſeems un- 
derſtands what it is to want a Leg; and does 
he not underſtand what if is to be dead as 
well? Yes; but he denies Jos any ſuch Thing 
was done as raiſing the Dead to Life. And 
might he not as eaſily deny any other Fact? 
What Credit then could the Goſ pel have gain- 
ed, with him, from the moſt minute and circum- 
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ſtantial Deſeription of Diſeaſes a could have 
been given? So that the Matter at laſt muſt 
reſt here. Either the Evangeliſts are credible 
Witneſſes, or they are not. If you confeſs that 
they are; you have all you want; and the 
moſt indiſtin&t Accounts of Cures wrought 
by our Saviour, may be admitted as Eviden- 
ces for the Truth of the Goſpel. Rut if you 
will hold it out againſt Senſe and Reaſon, that 
they are not credible Witneſſes ; all Accounts, 
whether diſtin& or indiſtinct, are alike, and 
this is a Degree of Infidelity for which there 
is no Remedy. 

And now I have done with this Point, and 
likewiſe with that Part of the Controverſy 
which concerns the Credibility of the Scripture 
Hiſtory, There are yet four or five Miracles 
excepted againſt by this Gentleman which I 
have not conſidered, but concerning theſe. I 
have little to add to what has been already ob- 
ſerved by other Writers. 
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BOOKS printed for J. PRuuxkxrox at the Buck 
againſt St. Dunſtan's Church, Fleetſtreet. 


Defence of the Scripture-Hiſtory, ſo far as it 

coneerns the Reſurrection of Jarius's Daughter, 
the Widow of Nain's Son, and Lazarus. In Anſwer to 
Mr. Woolſton's Fifth Diſcourſe of our Saviour's Miracles. 
With .a, Preface containing ſome Remarks on his An- 
ſwer to the Lord Biſhop of St. David's. 

2. The Foundation of Moral Goodneſs; or, A Fur- 
ther Enquiry into the Original of our Idea of Virtue. 

Eft quidam vera lex, recta ratio nature congruens, diffuſe 

in omnes, . ſempiterna.— Cicero. 

3. The Second Part of the Foundation of Mo- 
ral Goodneſs; illuftrating and enforcing the Principles 
and Reaſonings contained in the former: Being an Anſwer 
to certain Remarks communicated by 2 Gentleman to the 
Author. 

Virtus eft altiſſimis defixa Doe TS Cicero. 

N. B, Theſe two are written by the Author of the 
Letter to a Deiſt. 

4. The Uſe and Intent of Prophecy, in the ſeveral 
Ages of the World: In ſix Diſcourſes, delivered at the 
Temple-Church, in April and May 1724. Publiſhed at the 
Defire of the Maſters of the Bench of the two Hononr- 
able Societies. To which are added, Three, Diſſerta- 
tions. I. The Authority of the Second Epiſtle of St. 
Peter. II. The Senſe of the Antients before Chrift, up- 

on the Circumſtances and Conſequences, of the Fall. 
II. The Bleſfing of Judah, Gen. xlix. The Second 
Edition corrected. 

5. A Sermon preach'd before the Sons of the Clergy, 
at St. Paxl's, December 5. 1710. 5 

6. A Sermon preached before the Right Honourable 
the Lord-Mayor, ec, at St. Paul's, aaa ta 5. 1712, 


7 7. A 


the Lord-Mayor, c. at St. Bridger s Chyreh, on 
| day.in Eafter Week, April 23, 1117. 
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7. A Sermon preached before the Honourable Houſe 


_ of Commons, at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, Aab. 8, 1714. 


8. A Sermon preached « the Temple-Church, Novem- 
ber 20. 1715. 

9. A Sermon bench be b the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the 'Goſpel, in Foreign Parts, at St. Nl 
Bow, February 17, 1715. 

10. A Sermon preach' d before the Honourahle Houſe 
of Commons, at St. Margare's Weſlminfier June j, 1716. 

11. A Sermon preach d before the Right Hogourable 


12. A Sermon preach d at St. Senulchres Church, May 
21, 1719. Being Thurſday in Whit ſon- Meet, at, the An- 
niverſary Meeting of the Children Educated in the 
Gharity: Schools in and Wants we Ciao of Lenden and 
Weſtminſier. 4 Vs gee 
13. A Sermon preach: d 8 ha Right Honvurable 
the Lord-Mayor, Cc. at Ste Bridget; W on or 
Monday, April 22, 47282 FEET 

All written by the Right Reverend Fucker 5 Thowa 

Tord Bijhop of Bangor. 
| 14. Twenty Eight Sermons and Dilcoarlerupon, Rain 
and practical Subjects, very uſeful tobe lead in Fami- 
lies, under the following Heads, viz. 1. Godlineſs the 
Deñgn of the Chriſtian Religion. 2. Of ter Wiſdom 
and Geqgeneſs of Providence. 3. Ot Religious Melan 
choly. 4. Of the Immortality of the Soul. 5. Of the 
Neceſſity of Holineſs in otder to Happineſs: '16.5Of the 
Truth and Excellency of the Goſpel: 7. Of good and 
bad Examples. 8. Of Publick Prayer ahd-Thankſgiving! 
9. 'OF'the Future Judgment. 15. Of Faith! and Works 
11. Of ſetting God always beforè us. 12. Of perfect. 
ing Holigeſs in he Fear of Cod. 13. Of doing Gobd 
to all Men. By the Right Reverend - Dr. John Modreß 
lite Lord Biſhop of EH. Publiſhed with "a Recommen- 
datory Preface to each Volume, By Samuel Clarks, D. 
Reftor of St. James Wee, r 
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